
TICK-BORNE ILLNESSES 

EHRLICHIA (pronounced "ear-lick-ee-yuh") is a tick-borne illness that is 
found in warm climates, including the central and southern regions of the 
United States. It is very common in Thailand's tropical climate as well.

___  Your dog has been tested for ehrlichia and either tested  

___  positive (in which, case s/he is on a treatment regimen of six weeks of a common 
antibiotic, called doxycycline, at a dose of 10 mg/kg a day), or has tested  

___  negative (in which case, we recommend that your vet re-test him/her in one year at the 
time of your next annual heartworm blood test, to verify that we did not get a false negative). 

In most cases, doxycycline given at the recommended dose and duration is curative, and the 
prognosis for full recovery is excellent. 

ANAPLASMA is a tick-borne illness that is found worldwide, including in 
the United States, in a variety of animals. It is common in Thailand's 
tropical climate as well.

___  Your dog has been tested for anaplasma and either tested 

___  positive (in which, case s/he is on a treatment regimen of six weeks of a common 
antibiotic, called doxycycline, at a dose of 10 mg/kg a day), or has tested 

___  negative (in which case, we recommend that your vet re-test him/her in one year at the 
time of your next annual heartworm blood test, to verify that we did not get a false negative). 

Unfortunately, exposure to this organism alone often results in a positive finding, so it is 
possible your dog was exposed but is not actively ill, especially if s/he is clinically normal. There 
is currently no evidence to support treating symptomless dogs who have tested positive, 
although lifelong aggressive tick control is strongly recommended (as we do already), and 
future blood testing as well, if the owner and veterinarian think it worthwhile.  



However, since the treatment of choice is the same for anaplasma as it is for ehrlichia (see 
above), and most dogs who test positive do so for both - it is likely your dog will receive 
anaplasma treatment regardless, which is additional insurance either way. 
 
As with ehrlichia, in most cases, doxycycline given at the recommended dose and duration is 
curative, and the prognosis for full recovery is excellent. 
 
* * * * * 
 
For all of our adopted dogs, who have likely had tick exposure in the past and can be more 
susceptible to illnesses carried by them, we require lifetime flea/tick prevention during the 
warmer months. We also strongly recommend an annual Lyme's vaccination for all dogs living 
in regions where this disease is present. 

Additionally, our adopters should know that a small percentage of dogs with ehrlichia or 
anaplasma can have them recur later in life, especially and most often when the illness was 
untreated after being originally diagnosed - which is why we prefer to be aggressive in our 
approach to both treatment and prevention. 

Please be sure to follow through with any medications sent along with your dog or prescribed 
by your vet, and please be sure to get an approved flea/tick medication - from your vet only, or 
over the counter only with your vet's approval, please - to be used in all warmer months in your 
climate. 

Thank you! Please feel free to contact us with any questions. 
 

 
ISDF – International Street Dog Foundation 

"Dogs are our link to paradise. They don't know evil or jealousy or discontent." 
Please visit us at http://www.istreetdog.com 

 


